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M A RC H 2 0 0 8 N EWSLETTER 

Happy New Year to all of you!  This will be a great 

year for D.A.H.A. again.  DAHA is celebrating 39 

years as an innovative organization.  We are an 

organization that has introduced the Arabian horse 

to so many new people.  We have done this through 

many different venues in the past, and we will 

continue to try new ventures along with the tried 

and true events we have hosted.  

In January, DAHA put on its Annual High Point 

Awards Banquet.  This was another great success, 

thanks to Chairman Sherry Pedder.  Over 100 

people enjoyed a wonderful dinner supplied by 

Classic Catering of Pleasant Hill, a chance to visit 

with friends old and new, and the presentation of 

the 2007 High Point Winners.  Also presented that 

night was our First Annual Award for the Family 

Arabian.  This award was created by Board Member 

Sidney Simpson and will be presented again next 

January.

  

Brookside Equestrian Facility, in Elk Grove, will be 

the site of our Class “A” four day show in May as 

well as our Fall show in September.  With continued 

efforts by our show committee, headed by Colleen 

Swift, DAHA will again produce a showcase for the 

Arabian horse commingled with fun classes, which 

are enjoyed by everyone, including the barn dogs.   

DAHA always hosts pleasure rides.  And in 2008, 

we will put on our first AERC endurance ride to be 

held on Mt. Diablo.  Come one, come all and enjoy 

the beautiful mountain from the back of your 

favorite horse.  Jill Mitchell heads the Trail Ride 

committee and will welcome all volunteers who 

want to help make this another successful effort.  

For those who like speed, we invite you to join us 

for “A Day at the Races” held during the Alameda 
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County Fair in Pleasanton.  A tour through the race barns 

gives a bit of insight into this popular sport of kings.  

Communication is key and DAHA’s communication is 

produced by Meghan Johnson, our newsletter editor and 

Jessica Mattson, our website coordinator.

 

 They both 

welcome member contributions of articles and 

photographs.  We encourage you to utilize the information 

contained in both of these publications.  They serve as the 

site for the DAHA event calendar and club information 

throughout the year.  

As your new president, I should introduce myself to those 

of you whom I haven’t met yet.  I have been a club member 

since the early 70’s, and have volunteered in many 

capacities over the years.  Initially, I was the advisor for the 

juniors of the club, then on to be a committee member or 

chair the General Meetings, Schooling Shows, “A” Shows, 

Extravaganzas and Trail Ride committees.  I have served on 

the board for many years and have served as Vice President 

and President in the past.  Like many other members of our 

club, my passion for the club, the Arabian horse and the 

great friends that I have made keeps me coming back, 

again and again.  I hope that all of you get as much 

satisfaction and joy out of being a DAHA member as I have.

 

2008 promises to be another banner year for DAHA.  Please 

join in for the great times ahead.

  

Sincerely,  

Debbie Compilli 

President  

By Debbie Compilli

 

http://www.diabloaha.org
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DAHA Calendar of Events

 
Region III AHA All Breed Horse Show 
Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Arena, Loomis, CA 

Sunday, March 16, May 10, August 9, 2008 

Contact: Jennifer Yeatman (916) 663- 0505 

e- mail: Jennifer@goldhillarabians.com

 
Mt Diablo Road and Trail Plan Meeting 
CMDTRA Clubhouse, 1600 Trail Ride Road, Clayton 

Saturday, April 12, 2008 -  4p.m. 

Please attend to support equestrians on trails and 

complete surveys for master plan on single trails. 

www.cmdtra.com

 

for more info  

DAHA Point Reyes Trail Ride 
Saturday, April 26, 2008 – 10a.m. 

Five Brooks Staging Area, Olema, CA 

RSVP 925- 250- 1371 or 

mitchelljm22566@sbcglobal.net

  

DAHA Spring Fling Show 
Brookside Equestrian Center - We need volunteers! 

Friday- Sunday May 15- 18, 2008 

Contact: Nancy Goertzen (559) 625- 2631 

e- mail: goertzenarab@surfside.net

  

Mt Diablo Endurance Ride 25/50 Miles 
Saturday, June, 21, 2008 – 5:30a.m. 

Gateway Mt Diablo State Park North Gate Road 

 

DAHA Point Reyes Trail Ride

 

A DAHA sponsored trail ride at Point Reyes is set for 

Saturday, April 26 at 10 a.m.  We will be meeting at Five 

Brooks Trailhead for a spectacular six mile trail ride 

through the redwoods to the beach where we will enjoy 

lunch with the horses.  Please bring halter/leadrope and 

bagged lunch.  RSVP to Jill Mitchell by April 20th   925-

250- 1371 or   mitchelljm22566@sbcglobal.net

  

For 

directions, contact Jill. 

   
Avante Garde Foto

 
Looking for a beautiful and unusual way to have your 

horse photographed?  Something more than just a 

photograph, but fine art worthy of an art gallery?  

For DAHA’s 2007 High Point Champion Award 

Recipients, equestrian photographer Herberto Alves 

provided a photo session and equine portrait to each of 

the recipients.  What a memorable and wonderful way to 

commemorate the accomplishments of the award 

recipients.  Now, you too can have Berto “shoot” your 

horse!  

 

Avante Garde Foto 

“Elegant Equestrian Photography” 

Herberto Alves, photographer 

www.agfoto.com

 

925- 855- 9896 

1st Annual Diablo Trail 

Endurance Ride 25/50! 
AERC Sanctioned and Region 3 Championship 

Ride 
On June 21, 2008, Save Mount Diablo is sponsoring the 

first annual Mt Diablo Trail 25/50 mile Endurance ride.  

Start/finish at the Gateway Mt Diablo State Park North 

Gate Road, Walnut Creek.  Registration opens February 

25, 2008 on www.savemountdiablo.org.  We need 

volunteers to make this event a success! For more 

information email Trail Chair Jill Mitchell 

mitchelljm22566@sbcglobal.net

 

or call 925- 250- 1371.  

You can also contact Ride Secretary Amara Morrison at 

amara.morrison@comcast.net. 

 

http://www.cmdtra.com
http://www.agfoto.com
http://www.savemountdiablo.org
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2007 Family Arabian Horse 

Award Winner:  
C A EXCELANTE 

By Meghan Johnson  

I would like to nominate C A Excelante (C A Acierto x 

Bur- Amber), aka Excelante or Ex.  Excelante is a 17 year 

old Spanish Arabian owned by Amara and Clark Morrison 

and their little three year old daughter Islay.  Excelante 

has been a part of my life for the past three years as his 

care taker or “Pony Au Pair”.  Excelante is a wonderful 

horse.  He has had a lengthy show career in western 

pleasure and trail.  He loves to trail ride.  Excelante is a 

patient teacher to inexperienced riders learning to ride 

from Jill Mitchell and I.  He has taught countless students 

of all ages to ride over the years as well as introduce 

riders to the wonderful world of horse shows.  He also 

enjoys taking riding lessons in Western Pleasure, English 

and Dressage with his owner Amara Morrison and I.  

What makes Excelante deserving of the Family Arabian of 

the Year award is his willing attitude, kind and patient 

spirit with riders from six to sixty, his friendly 

personality, his athleticism and his stunning beauty.  

I love Excelante for his eagerness to please and be loved.  

He is always excited to see me.  When I come up after a 

long and tiring day at work he is happy to take me on a 

relaxing trail ride on the Mt Diablo regional trails.  The 

other boarding members of Summit Ranch think it’s 

funny to see him stand up straight and hold his head 

high and start screaming when he sees me.  There is 

nothing more heartwarming to see him so happy to see 

me.  Ex is always happy to see the riding students and 

lets them catch him to bring him over to the cross ties to 

groom and saddle him, feed him carrots and he willingly 

goes around the arena and achieve what is asked of him.  

The lesson riders just love him.  Sometimes it is difficult 

to watch the inexperienced riders pull on his face and 

give him conflicting cues but he would never buck, balk, 

spook or misbehave with these riders.  He knows his job.

  

Excelante showed for many years and I often have people 

tell me that Ex was their first show horse and that he 

always won their class.    

  

I had the recent pleasure of watching him show with one 

of my young lesson riders, 10 year old Kiera Hooper at 

Summit Ranch’s annual “Play Day” and sure enough he 

won the musical tires class and he was very excited and 

proud of this accomplishment, especially when he 

realized that he won a large bag of horse cookies.  I was 

so proud to see my riding student and special horse win 

together.  

 Excelante loves to trail ride.  He just loves being out in 

the open and especially loves to trailer to new places and 

ride new trails.  You might think that I’m probably 

projecting these feelings onto Excelante but you can tell 

through his willingness, his happy outlook and the 

serene look on his face and ears that he really enjoys 

being out on the trail.  I often think that it’s his reward 

for being patient all week in the arena with the lesson 

riders and his owner and me.   He loves to go on 

organized rides through Diablo Arabian Horse 

Association and the San Ramon Horse Association as well 

as the occasional limited endurance ride.  He is simply 

stunning and loves the attention he receives.  People are 

constantly coming up to us to ask me his name and his 

breed.  They always tell me how beautiful he is as a 

former dapple grey that is becoming more flea bitten as 

he ages.  I can never get over how gorgeous he is while 

running free in an arena with his proud head carriage 

and holding his tail high.  

C A Excelante deserves to be given the Family Arabian of 

the Year Award.  He is a very special horse to a lot of 

people.  Excelante should receive recognition for his 

patience, enthusiasm, and outgoing personality, love of 

life and striking beauty and intelligence.  C A Excelante is 

the ideal family Arabian. 

Do you want to nominate your horse?  Send your story, 

along with a picture, to sidneysimpson@comcast.net
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Family Arabian Horse Award 

Nomination:  
Cypress Samurai+ “Si” 

Since July 7, 2007, there isn’t a Saturday that goes by that I don’t 

think about my favorite lesson horse, Si.  One of the hardest days 

of my life was telling my riding students that they would have to 

say goodbye to their beloved lesson horse and later telling the 

rest of my lesson students that Si had passed away and see the 

tears in their eyes.  What made Si so special was her innate 

understanding that her job was to take care of these beginner 

riders and give them the confidence they needed to succeed in 

riding.  From the smallest child to adults, she stoically braved the 

pulling on her reins, kicking, hot arenas and multiple beginner 

riders in one day.  She was always so kind and patient to them.  I 

took the time during my lessons recently to ask those who had 

enjoyed learning to ride on Si what they remembered and loved 

about her:  

12 year old Thea told me that “Si was the kindest and best lesson 

horse in the world.”   

10 year old Kiera told me that what was most wonderful about Si 

was that she “was a mind reader and always knew what I wanted 

and did what I asked.”   

One of my adult students, Kathy Re, wrote a little note to me 

about Si: “I’m over 50 years old and began to learn to ride about 

six months ago.  Si was my first lesson horse.  From the start, I 

felt safe and secure on her – that she would protect me and not 

let anything happen to me – and that she wanted to help me 

succeed.  Si was a gentle, patient and forgiving teacher, 

encouraging, tireless and brave and she will be forever loved, 

missed and remembered.”  

I never got to ride Si but what I loved most about her was how 

patient she was with beginner riders.  She was always willing to 

walk, trot and canter for them and that made my job easier trying 

to teach them to ride.  Over the years, she has probably taught 

hundreds of children and adults to ride, introducing them to the 

joys of

 

riding, showing and Arabian horses.  We lost a noble, 

understanding and kind Arabian mare long before her time.  

*Meghan Johnson  

My 7 year old, Caroline, had ridden Si since she was 4 years old.  

Her sister Allison had many of her first lessons on Si and learned 

to ride hunter with her.  Si was a primary member of our “horse” 

family.  Caroline started her lessons on Si and then progressed to 

competing with her at our local and regional shows as well as at 

the 2006 Youth Nationals.   She was one of the kindest mares I 

have ever known.  Si gave Caroline her great beginning as an 

equestrienne.  She made corrections when needed without being 

asked and made each child shine their very brightest.   

 
As the months have gone on since Si’s passing, Caroline 

still tells me, especially at night, that she misses Si so 

much and life is not the same without her.  I have to 

agree with her about that.  As a mom with girls growing 

up with horses, I never worried about them with Si.  Two 

years ago when Caroline had just turned 5 years old, we 

were at the Red Bluff Arabian Horse Show.  Caroline 

wanted to ride whenever Jill Mitchell would let her and so 

one afternoon we saddled up Si and she and Caroline 

walked around those fairgrounds and race track, just the 

two of them for about an hour.  We heard so many 

comments from around the show about the kind and 

careful horse who took such special care of “her” little 

girl as they roamed around all by themselves. And 

although she was officially owned by Jill Mitchell and 

Kirsten McKillop, Caroline will always count Si as her 

“first horse.”  What a beautiful grey mare with such kind 

and gentle ways, we miss her dearly, but she will remain 

with us always.   Every trail chosen in the future will be 

one traveled first with Si.   

Caroline writes, “Si was the best horse ever in the world.  

She taught me how to ride and she was there whenever I 

needed her.  It is not the same without her.  She would 

nicker for her grain.  She was so great!!  With love… 

Caroline’s 12 year old sister Allison writes, “Si was the 

biggest hearted horse that ever walked the planet.  She 

was everyone’s first horse.  Si was sweet and never tried 

to hurt ANYONE.  She would listen to anything that she 

was asked to do.  Si was loved by everyone.  She will be 

missed by me and will be with me for the rest of my life.  

I love you Si!!  Love, Allison 

*The Edwards Family (Amy, Allison, and Caroline)    

  

Continued on page 5 
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What can we say about Si that hasn’t already been said in the 

tributes above.   I will try and put a different twist to her story.  

I don’t ride and am quite scared of horses.  Fortunately, my 

girls don’t have that same fear.  When they started riding at 

the barn 7 or 8 years ago, they rode many great lesson 

horses.  All the while, I would sit in that lobby of Summit 

Ranch in fear that they may fall off (which they did) or that the 

horse would spook and instill a new fear in them.  Needless to 

say that never happened.    While Si wasn’t Alexa’s and Mady’s 

first lesson horse, she was Mady’s first show horse and 

Alexa’s first hunter.  Trusty, safe and reliable, Si always 

afforded them the pleasure of placing high enough to move 

on to Regionals.  She got them there year after year with her 

kind, patient temperament.  As my girls said, “Si always tried 

her hardest to do the best job she could for whoever was 

riding her!”   Never was there a moment of around safely.  For 

a non- riding mother, this alone was enough to make me learn 

to love this horse!  Si was always the horse I didn’t mind going 

to get out of her stall to groom or walk.  I had such a comfort 

level with her, like no other!  Because of her kind spirit, she 

was instrumental in helping me to overcome my fear and gain 

an understanding and love for this breed.   I miss Si as 

concern or worry about whether she would get them much as 

the many lesson kids who grew up riding her!    Even my son, 

Blake, who doesn’t ride but is forced to spend time around the 

barn, cried when Si passed.   *Michelle, Alexa, Mady and Blake 

Engelhart  

This is a story about a horse.  Or more; two horses.  Two 

horses that embodied the heart of one.  At first sight, this 

horse was just like every other horse, she was rather plain, 

actually.  A little grey Arabian mare with a pleasant looking 

eye.  She was gentle and kind; the perfect lesson pony.  

Everyone loved her, but none so much as me.  Her name was 

Cypress Samurai.  I first met her when I was just a kid, about 

nine or ten.  Before her, I was riding a mare by the name of 

Carrie.  I arrived at Summit Ranch (known to me as “The Barn”) 

My riding instructor, Jill told me to get a “little mare named 

Si.”  When I arrived at the stall, I wasn’t sure what to think.  

She looked like every other horse in the barn.  I picked up her 

halter and slipped it over her head, and she lowered it for me.  

(I was rather short.)  I lead her to the cross- ties and began to 

groom her.   And every week after that, the same routine.  I 

rode Si.  I learned her show name “Cypress Samurai,” I loved 

her with all of my heart.  As far as I was concerned, Cypress 

Samurai was mine.  She was the greatest horse in the world.  I 

never rode her with a saddle, always bareback.      

When I rode her, I wasn’t just a person sitting on a horse.  I 

was the horse.  Cypress Samurai and I, I am Cypress Samurai, 

we were one.  But, one week, I rode a different horse. A fine, 

little bay mare.  And so, Cypress Samurai passed from my 

thoughts as I rode that bay mare.  But, one day, I saw her 

again.  But it wasn’t Cypress Samurai, the mare with whom I 

was one.  It was Si, a broken down lesson horse.  She had 

boots on and was limping down the hall.  I inquired about 

what was wrong with her, and wished I hadn’t.  Laminitis , the 

same disease that Barbaro had.  It’s a hoof disease, and 

makes it hard for the horse to walk.  A few months later, I 

saw her halter in the tack room, along with her blanket, and I 

knew what had happened; the body in which Cypress Samurai 

and Si had inhabited, had died.  * Maranda Vomund  

Editor’s Note: Cypress Samurai+ was just 6 points away from 

AHA Achievement Award points needed to qualify for Legion 

of Supreme Honor which would have given her a slash along 

with the plus she already had.  She has earned 144 points 

and needed 150 to qualify for this award. In the Arabian 

"world" she would have been recognized for these 

accomplishments, and elevated to a group of great Arabian 

Horses, a privileged few, who have achieved such high 

competition records.  She was a "family" horse at home, but 

also had an important show career over the years, and shared 

these accomplishments with all those children lucky enough 

to have been able to show her along the way.      


