KHS Ragtime

Our horse, Ragtime, is without a doubt the quirgesal family horse. | don’t mean this
to sound trite in any way but it's true. Ragtim@pgd our family when he was 8 years
old and until that time, he had not experiencedim&agtime had spent most of his life
in a stall despite having a wealth of natural talen

It has always been my dream, my fantasy reallpatce a horse that | could trail ride
with — just the two of us — for hour upon hour. BBughter, Jamie, on the other hand
loves riding in the arena, refining her equitatéord participating in shows. Very
different styles. When Ragtime joined our familie knew he had raw talent but | don’t
believe we really understood the depth. To fuifiy dream, | began riding Ragtime on
Mount Diablo a few days a weeks — and boy did weh@azy experiences and mis-
haps! Because Ragtime had led such a sequesferdtlhad never crossed water, seen
foxes or coyotes, or cows for that matter...beingosea to these things and others on
the trails made for some VERY exciting trails ridézut he kept his cool and learned to
trust me, or maybe we learned to trust each otBéher way, Jamie began riding
Ragtime with our trainer, Leigha Perry, workingler Hunter Pleasure seat and
equitation. If you've seen Ragtime, you know thatis poetry in motion and despite his
large size (especially for an Arabian) he is indsdgentle with kids. Whether my
daughter or someone else’s child, as soon as tleeyrehis back, he carries them around
as if they were precious cargo with incredible $ise

Last spring we decided to enter Jamie and Ragtinaeshow and much to our pleasure,
they got a Blue Ribbon...and many, many accoladebdar well they worked together!
Jamie was thrilled and | knew she was hooked! Altwg same time, the Save Mount
Diablo Endurance Ride came to my attention. Witlelcontemplation of what it would
entail, | signed up for it and put together a 6 kvigaining regime that would prepare us
for the 30 mile Endurance Ride. Although neitheseif nor Ragtime had ever
undertaken anything of this magnitude, we stuckwhe training program and come
June 25, 2010, we rode 30 miles across Mt. Diab@hours in 15 minutes. Not exactly
a record-breaking time but for two newbie’s....nolh®espite his sheer exhaustion on



the last 4 miles of the ride, we crossed the fifirsl with smiles, a positive demeanor
and surprisingly, a spring in his step. Ragtinepsthe next 3 days solid after that ride!

With the Endurance Ride under our belt, we turnedfacus back to Jamie and showing.
Jamie and Ragtime rode in the DAHA show in Septerahd although they did not get
any Blue Ribbons this time, they did a fantastlr ijjpthe show ring! Ragtime was tuned
into Jamie despite her small size and they wenmeat geam.

Now that you know a little bit about our family aR@égtime, | hope you agree that he is a
tremendous family horse. Ragtime has proven thrang heart-felt effort in his first

show with Jamie in May, to his stellar performancéie Endurance Ride in June and his
return to the show ring 2 months later that hesis@nmitted as we are. Whether he is
gingerly gliding across the show ring with a 9 yelar on his back, or carrying me across
Mount Diablo, he does it with a clear head andathaf gold. Just thinking of him

makes me smile and look forward to our next advenbun the trail, and | know that love

is reciprocated when he puts his head on my cimesheaves a big sigh. He’s one in a
million, our Ragtime, he is that special guy whe@sld all and makes our family
complete. Our lives are greatly enhanced by hakingshare the journey with us.

P.S. My husband, Brad, has been so inspired bgxqeriences with Ragtime that he is
starting to ride too. Go Brad and Ragtime!

Jamie and Ratime before their first show.



Ragtime, Jamie and their Blu
Ribbon!

Tracey and Ragtime at the
beginning of the Save Mount
Diablo Endurance Ric

Jamie and Ragtime at DAHA
September 2010




Gabriela Burshteyn
Family Arabian Award

“When riding a horse, we borrow freedom.” Thatctganose, those beautiful
eyes, and the delicate little ears that always dedtitk back and forth remind us of that
freedom that we borrow. These are all the charaties of the magnificent Arabian
horse. SQR Karee obtains all of these traits aet @vore. The fact that she sniffs you
every time you enter that stall to make sure thiatyou and the fact that she twitches her
lip every time that you kiss her, as if she wetenm@ng the favor just proves how
fantastic Karee is. When she glides around theaangtin her powerful strides, it is just



too overpowering to see such a beautiful creaturaation. The two-beat trot is so
smooth that it should make any judge melt and‘thig is the one, this is the champion.”
The achievements that lie in the past of this harsgoo remarkable to list. Karee has
accompanied me, a 12-year-old girl to the regidmadl in just one year. | wouldn’t call
Reserve Champion for your first time at regionalse luck. Every time | entered that
stall, clipped on that halter, and gently landezighddle on her back, Karee would turn
around and look at me with those eyes. Those lugieyes that always seemed to say,
“I love you” or even “Can you saddle me up fastere got food waiting for me.” In
addition, Karee was the favorite in many CastlekR@@bian Ranch camps. She was
always seducing those little children with her chizxg personality and flawless
behavior. She even trudged up those hills, alwaikftil to her owner, Nancy DuPont
with no complaint. Not a single buck or rear, otilgt sure-footed walk that would make
even a two-year-old child feel safe. Now, Kareétigrst any horse. She has had years of
training thanks to Dean and Sherry Lacey includimgweeks, months, and years from
my loyal trainer, Leigha Perry. If | were to deserieverything about this horse,
obviously that is all good, | would use more thamiion words. But, let me just say
that there will never, ever be a horse that coefdace SQR Karee.
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